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(e) will be considered only to the ex-
tent that the statements therein made
are otherwise supported by the record.

(f) Modification of participation provi-
sions. The Commission or the hearing
officer may, by order, modify the provi-
sions of this section which would oth-
erwise be applicable, and may impose
such terms and conditions on the par-
ticipation of any person in any pro-
ceeding as it may deem necessary or
appropriate in the public interest.

201.220 Answer to allegations.
(a) When required. In its order insti-

tuting proceedings, the Commission
may require any party to file an an-
swer to each of the allegations con-
tained therein. Even if not so ordered,
any party in any proceeding may elect
to file an answer. Any other person
granted leave by the Commission or
the hearing officer to participate on a
limited basis in such proceedings pur-
suant to § 201.210(c) may be required to
file an answer.

(b) When to file. Except where a dif-
ferent period is provided by rule or by
order, a party required to file an an-
swer as provided in paragraph (a) of
this section shall do so within 20 days
after service upon the party of the
order instituting proceedings. Persons
granted leave to participate on a lim-
ited basis in the proceeding pursuant
to § 201.210(c) may file an answer within
a reasonable time, as determined by
the Commission or the hearing officer.
If the order instituting proceedings is
amended, the Commission or the hear-
ing officer may require that an amend-
ed answer be filed and, if such an an-
swer is required, shall specify a date
for the filing thereof.

(c) Contents; effect of failure to deny.
Unless otherwise directed by the hear-
ing officer or the Commission, an an-
swer shall specifically admit, deny, or
state that the party does not have, and
is unable to obtain, sufficient informa-
tion to admit or deny each allegation
in the order instituting proceedings.
When a party intends in good faith to
deny only a part of an allegation, the
party shall specify so much of it as is
true and shall deny only the remain-
der. A statement of a lack of informa-
tion shall have the effect of a denial. A
defense of res judicata, statute of limi-

tations or any other matter constitut-
ing an affirmative defense shall be as-
serted in the answer. Any allegation
not denied shall be deemed admitted.

(d) Motion for more definite statement.
A party may file with an answer a mo-
tion for a more definite statement of
specified matters of fact or law to be
considered or determined. Such motion
shall state the respects in which, and
the reasons why, each such matter of
fact or law should be required to be
made more definite. If the motion is
granted, the order granting such mo-
tion shall set the periods for filing such
a statement and any answer thereto.

(e) Amendments. A party may amend
its answer at any time by written con-
sent of each adverse party or with
leave of the Commission or the hearing
officer. Leave shall be freely granted
when justice so requires.

(f) Failure to file answer: default. If a
party respondent fails to file an answer
required by this section within the
time provided, such person may be
deemed in default pursuant to
§ 201.155(a). A party may make a mo-
tion to set aside a default pursuant to
§ 201.155(b).

201.221 Prehearing conferences.
(a) Purposes of conferences. The pur-

poses of prehearing conferences in-
clude, but are not limited to:

(1) Expediting the disposition of the
proceeding;

(2) Establishing early and continuing
control of the proceeding by the hear-
ing officer; and

(3) Improving the quality of the hear-
ing through more thorough prepara-
tion.

(b) Procedure. On his or her own mo-
tion or at the request of a party, the
hearing officer may, in his or her dis-
cretion, direct counsel or any party to
meet for an initial, final or other pre-
hearing conference. Such conferences
may be held with or without the hear-
ing officer present as the hearing offi-
cer deems appropriate. Where such a
conference is held outside the presence
of the hearing officer, the hearing offi-
cer shall be advised promptly by the
parties of any agreements reached.
Such conferences also may be held with
one or more persons participating by
telephone or other remote means.
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